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of the household, you cannot include the cost of 1. Federal, state, and local income taxes paid must keep for his records the signed statement
by persons from their own income. from the one agreeing not to take the exemption.the lawn mower in the support of your child.

2. Social security and Medicare taxes paid by
Example 2. You buy a $150 television set persons from their own income. 

as a birthday present for your 12-year-old child. Support Test for Children of
3. Life insurance premiums. The television set is placed in your child’s bed- Divorced or Separated Parents or

room. You can include the cost of the television Parents Who Live Apart4. Funeral expenses. set in the support of your child.
In most cases, a child of divorced or separated5. Scholarships received by your child if your

Example 3. You pay $5,000 for a car and parents will be a qualifying child of one of thechild is a full-time student. 
register it in your name. You and your parents. See Children of divorced or separated

6. Survivors’ and Dependents’ Educational17-year-old daughter use the car equally. Be- parents or parents who live apart under Qualify-
Assistance payments used for the supportcause you own the car and do not give it to your ing Child, earlier. However, if the child does notof the child who receives them.

daughter but merely let her use it, you cannot meet the requirements to be a qualifying child of
include the cost of the car in your daughter’s either parent, the child may be a qualifying rela-
total support. However, you can include in your tive of one of the parents. In that case, the

Multiple Support Agreementdaughter’s support your out-of-pocket expenses following rules must be used in applying the
of operating the car for her benefit. support test.

Sometimes no one provides more than half of
A child will be treated as being the qualifyingthe support of a person. Instead, two or moreExample 4. Your 17-year-old son, using relative of his or her noncustodial parent if allpersons, each of whom would be able to takepersonal funds, buys a car for $4,500. You pro- four of the following statements are true.the exemption but for the support test, togethervide all the rest of your son’s support –  $4,000.

provide more than half of the person’s support.Since the car is bought and owned by your son, 1. The parents:
When this happens, you can agree that anythe car’s fair market value ($4,500) must be

a. Are divorced or legally separated underone of you who individually provides more thanincluded in his support. Your son has provided
a decree of divorce or separate mainte-10% of the person’s support, but only one, canmore than half of his own total support of $8,500
nance,claim an exemption for that person as a qualify-($4,500 + $4,000), so he is not your qualifying

ing relative. Each of the others must sign achild. You did not provide more than half of his b. Are separated under a written separa-
statement agreeing not to claim the exemptiontotal support, so he is not your qualifying rela- tion agreement, or
for that year. The person who claims the exemp-tive. You cannot claim an exemption for your

c. Lived apart at all times during the last 6tion must keep these signed statements for hisson.
months of the year, whether or not theyor her records. A multiple support declaration

identifying each of the others who agreed not to are or were married.
Medical insurance premiums. Medical insur- claim the exemption must be attached to the
ance premiums you pay, including premiums for return of the person claiming the exemption. 2. The child received over half of his or her
supplementary Medicare coverage, are in- Form 2120, Multiple Support Declaration, can support for the year from the parents (and
cluded in the support you provide. be used for this purpose. the rules on multiple support agreements,

explained earlier, do not apply).Medical insurance benefits. Medical in- You can claim an exemption under a multiple
surance benefits, including basic and supple- support agreement for someone related to you 3. The child is in the custody of one or both
mentary Medicare benefits, are not part of or for someone who lived with you all year as a parents for more than half of the year.
support. member of your household.

4. Either of the following statements is true.

Tuition payments and allowances under the Example 1. You, your sister, and your two a. The custodial parent signs a written
GI Bill. Amounts veterans receive under the brothers provide the entire support of your declaration, discussed later, that he or

mother for the year. You provide 45%, yourGI Bill for tuition payments and allowances while she will not claim the child as a depen-
sister 35%, and your two brothers each providethey attend school are included in total support. dent for the year, and the noncustodial
10%. Either you or your sister can claim an parent attaches this written declaration
exemption for your mother. The other must signExample. During the year, your son re- to his or her return. (If the decree or
a statement agreeing not to take an exemptionceives $2,200 from the government under the GI agreement went into effect after 1984
for your mother. The one who claims the exemp-Bill. He uses this amount for his education. You and before 2009, see Post-1984 andtion must attach Form 2120, or a similar declara-provide the rest of his support –  $2,000. Be- pre-2009 divorce decree or separationtion, to his or her return and must keep thecause GI benefits are included in total support, agreement, later. If the decree or agree-statement signed by the other for his or heryour son’s total support is $4,200 ($2,200 + ment went into effect after 2008, seerecords. Because neither brother provides more$2,000). You have not provided more than half Post-2008 divorce decree or separationthan 10% of the support, neither can take theof his support. agreement, later.)exemption and neither has to sign a statement.

b. A pre-1985 decree of divorce or sepa-Child care expenses. If you pay someone to
Example 2. You and your brother each pro- rate maintenance or written separationprovide child or dependent care, you can include vide 20% of your mother’s support for the year. agreement that applies to 2010 statesthese payments in the amount you provided for The remaining 60% of her support is provided that the noncustodial parent can claimthe support of your child or disabled dependent, equally by two persons who are not related to the child as a dependent, the decree oreven if you claim a credit for the payments. For her. She does not live with them. Because more agreement was not changed after 1984information on the credit, see chapter 32. than half of her support is provided by persons to say the noncustodial parent cannot

who cannot claim an exemption for her, no one claim the child as a dependent, and theOther support items. Other items may be can take the exemption. noncustodial parent provides at least
considered as support depending on the facts in

$600 for the child’s support during the
each case. Example 3. Your father lives with you and year.

receives 25% of his support from social security,
40% from you, 24% from his brother (your un-

Custodial parent and noncustodial parent.Do Not Include cle), and 11% from a friend. Either you or your
The custodial parent is the parent with whom theuncle can take the exemption for your father ifin Total Support
child lived for the greater number of nights dur-the other signs a statement agreeing not to. The

The following items are not included in total ing the year. The other parent is the noncus-one who takes the exemption must attach Form
todial parent.support. 2120, or a similar declaration, to his return and
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If the parents divorced or separated during 3. The years for which the noncustodial par- parents who never married and lived apart at all
ent, rather than the custodial parent, can times during the last 6 months of the year.the year and the child lived with both parents
claim the child as a dependent.before the separation, the custodial parent is the

one with whom the child lived for the greater The noncustodial parent must attach all of Multiple support agreement. If the support of
number of nights during the rest of the year. the following pages of the decree or agreement the child is determined under a multiple support

A child is treated as living with a parent for a to his or her tax return. agreement, this special support test for divorced
night if the child sleeps: or separated parents or parents who live apart• The cover page (write the other parent’s

does not apply.• At that parent’s home, whether or not the social security number on this page).
parent is present, or • The pages that include all of the informa-

• In the company of the parent, when the tion identified in items (1) through (3)
above.child does not sleep at a parent’s home Social Security

(for example, the parent and child are on • The signature page with the other parent’s
vacation together). Numbers forsignature and the date of the agreement.

Equal number of nights. If the child lived DependentsPost-2008 divorce decree or separation
with each parent for an equal number of nights agreement. The noncustodial parent can no
during the year, the custodial parent is the par- You must show the social security numberlonger attach pages from the decree or agree-
ent with the higher adjusted gross income. (SSN) of any dependent for whom you claim anment instead of Form 8332 if the decree or

exemption in column (2) of line 6c of your Formagreement went into effect after 2008. The cus-December 31. The night of December 31 is
1040 or Form 1040A.todial parent must sign either Form 8332 or atreated as part of the year in which it begins. For

similar statement whose only purpose is to re- If you do not show the dependent’sexample, December 31, 2010, is treated as part
lease the custodial parent’s claim to an exemp- SSN when required or if you show anof 2010.
tion for a child, and the noncustodial parent must incorrect SSN, the exemption may beCAUTION

!
Emancipated child. If a child is emanci- attach a copy to his or her return. The form or disallowed.

pated under state law, the child is treated as not statement must release the custodial parent’s
claim to the child without any conditions. Forliving with either parent.
example, the release must not depend on the No SSN. If a person for whom you expect toAbsences. If a child was not with either par- noncustodial parent paying support. claim an exemption on your return does notent on a particular night (because, for example,

have an SSN, either you or that person shouldThe noncustodial parent must attachthe child was staying at a friend’s house), the apply for an SSN as soon as possible by filingthe required information even if it waschild is treated as living with the parent with Form SS-5, Application for a Social Securityfiled with a return in an earlier year.CAUTION
!

whom the child normally would have lived for Card, with the Social Security Administration
that night, except for the absence. But if it cannot (SSA). You can get Form SS-5 online at www.Revocation of release of claim to an ex-be determined with which parent the child nor- socialsecurity.gov or at your local SSA office.emption. The custodial parent can revoke amally would have lived or if the child would not  It usually takes about 2 weeks to get anrelease of claim to an exemption that he or she
have lived with either parent that night, the child SSN. If you do not have a required SSN by thepreviously released to the noncustodial parent
is treated as not living with either parent that filing due date, you can file Form 4868 for anon Form 8332 or a similar statement. If the
night. extension of time to file.custodial parent provided, or made reasonable

efforts to provide, the noncustodial parent withParent works at night. If, due to a parent’s Born and died in 2010. If your child was
written notice of the revocation in 2009, the born and died in 2010, and you do not have annighttime work schedule, a child lives for a
revocation can be effective no earlier than 2010. SSN for the child, you may attach a copy of thegreater number of days but not nights with the
The custodial parent can use Part III of Form child’s birth certificate, death certificate, or hos-parent who works at night, that parent is treated
8332 for this purpose and must attach a copy of pital records instead. The document must showas the custodial parent. On a school day, the
the revocation to his or her return for each tax the child was born alive. If you do this, enterchild is treated as living at the primary residence
year he or she claims the child as a dependent “DIED” in column (2) of line 6c of your Formregistered with the school.
as a result of the revocation. 1040 or Form 1040A.       

Written declaration.  The custodial parent
Remarried parent. If you remarry, the sup-may use either Form 8332 or a similar statement

port provided by your new spouse is treated as Alien or adoptee with no SSN. If your depen-(containing the same information required by the
provided by you. dent does not have and cannot get an SSN, youform) to make the written declaration to release

must list the individual taxpayer identificationthe exemption to the noncustodial parent. The
number (ITIN) or adoption taxpayer identifica-Child support under pre-1985 agreement.noncustodial parent must attach a copy of the
tion number (ATIN) instead of an SSN.All child support payments actually receivedform or statement to his or her tax return.

from the noncustodial parent under a pre-1985 Taxpayer identification numbers forThe exemption can be released for 1 year, agreement are considered used for the support aliens. If your dependent is a resident or non-for a number of specified years (for example, of the child. resident alien who does not have and is notalternate years), or for all future years, as speci-
eligible to get an SSN, your dependent mustfied in the declaration. Example. Under a pre-1985 agreement, the apply for an individual taxpayer identification

noncustodial parent provides $1,200 for thePost-1984 and pre-2009 divorce decree or number (ITIN). Write the number in column (2) of
child’s support. This amount is considered sup-separation agreement. If the divorce decree line 6c of your Form 1040 or Form 1040A. To
port provided by the noncustodial parent even ifor separation agreement went into effect after apply for an ITIN, use Form W-7, Application for
the $1,200 was actually spent on things other1984 and before 2009, the noncustodial parent IRS Individual Taxpayer Identification Number.
than support.may be able to attach certain pages from the Taxpayer identification numbers for

decree or agreement instead of Form 8332. The Alimony. Payments to a spouse that are adoptees. If you have a child who was placed
decree or agreement must state all three of the includible in the spouse’s gross income as either with you by an authorized placement agency,
following. alimony, separate maintenance payments, or you may be able to claim an exemption for the

similar payments from an estate or trust, are not child. However, if you cannot get an SSN or an1. The noncustodial parent can claim the treated as a payment for the support of a depen- ITIN for the child, you must get an adoptionchild as a dependent without regard to any dent. taxpayer identification number (ATIN) for thecondition, such as payment of support.
child from the IRS. See Form W-7A, Application

2. The custodial parent will not claim the child Parents who never married. This special rule for Taxpayer Identification Number for Pending
as a dependent for the year. for divorced or separated parents also applies to U.S. Adoptions, for details.
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